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SUNDAY:
8:30am, 10:00am. A mother once told me that being a mother was the most difficult thing she ever
Children's Liturgy during school term  had to do. So I decided to put the claim to the test by asking around a little during
TUESDAY: 8:30am Adoration, 9.15am the week. On Thursday I asked a mother who was 83 years old, “Was being a
Mass mother the most difficult thing you ever had to do?’ She seemed a little dissatis-
WEDNESDAY: 7:00am fied with the question as she replied, ‘Excuse me! I am still being a mother. You
THURSDAY: 9:15am never stop being a mother. You are a mother until the day you die!’
FRIDAY: 8:30am Adoration, 9.15am Mass
SATURDAY: 9:00am On Friday the school held a liturgy for Mother’s Day and I asked a young mother
(Adoration and Reconciliation after with children at the school, ‘Is being a mother the most difficult thing you have
Mass) ever done?’ She said, ‘Yes, absolutely! You change when you become a mother.
5:00pm (Vigil Mass) You are never the same. I never knew [ was capable of making so many sacrific-
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION es. But being a mother is also the most rewarding!’ )
T o e P
SRR B e e On Father’s Day in previous years the school mothers ﬂ f@ /f]i s ) ’/‘{u
used to prepare lovely breakfast for the school fathers. QO ¢ eﬁ;%s,/ﬂ
So, naturally, for Mother’s Day, a big table of pastry with —

coffee and tea was prepared by...the mothers themselves! Even then almost every-
thing ended up being eaten by the children who couldn’t resist free sweets just
waiting to be consumed. Even on Mother’s Day, mothers could not help but put
children first and remain true to who they were: heartfelt devotees to the sacrifi-
cial act of laying down their lives for their beloved children!
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The 60 year celebration of the church of Regina Coeli turned out to be a great
success but in ways I could not have imagined! Let’s start with some facts: over
400 dinner plates were used; 95kg of meat and 200 pieces of KFC were con-
. sumed; an abundance of salads, hot noodles and rice, fruits and desserts continued
to flow in from generous parishioners. Our “professional” balloon-maker went
through all of his 300 balloons. Even the jumping castle ended up being bounced
on for recording-breaking 4 hours!

— But in order for the real depth of the success to be conveyed we
need to start from the beginning. At 7am volunteers started to gather '
in order to move tables and chairs from the hall and set them up on the play-
ground. Someone asked, ‘Should we go for it, in spite of the forecast of rain?’ |
said, ‘Yes,” because, in my wishful thinking, it seemed as though we might just
escape rain. So, the volunteers got busy, setting up for a big outdoor celebration!

When the 8.30am Mass started, it should have been easy for anyone to guess what
I was praying for. About halfway through the Mass, I noticed that some people
were walking in and out of the church with umbrellas in their hands. Surely, they
were just being cautious and it wasn’t actually raining? When the Mass ended and
I processed out of the church, what greeted me was a totally different world: driz-
zling, gloomy and hostile to any attempt to have an outdoor celebration.

I walked toward the playground, in the rain, which also started to seep into my
heart. All the tables and chairs, even the BBQs, had been crammed into the nar-
row under-croft areas in order to avoid rain. Continued on Page 3
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Welcome to Regina Coeli Catholic Church
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The Week Ahead - A&
8.30am Mass 7
10.00am  Mass The St George Network of Family Educators
No Mass invites all women from our communities to a
9.15am  Mass with Yr 4 private screening of
9.50 R iliation with 3G
. am econciliation wi LOVE AGAIN
.00 M

am o ess . | |WHEN - Tuesday 16th May, 6.30pm
9.15 M ‘ : .

o ass WHERE - Beverly Hills Cinema
9.15 M i . .

am o A TICKETS $12 - includes movie, drink and a snack.
9:00am  Mass || Please book and pay via QR Code below before
9:30- Adoration the 10th May
9:55am & Reconciliation s g .

Classification TBC

415 Reconciliation This is an over 18 event
4:45pm .
5.00pm Mass
8.30am Mass
10.00am Mass
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Recently Deceased

Stefano Bila, Ferdinando Screnci, Alida Clemen-
te, Maria Basile, Grazia Campagna, Eddie Da Sil-
va, Mary Navan, Gerardina Civitarese, Pauline
Patti, Maria Bila, John McCoy, June Coyle, Ve-
ronica Kellert, Francis Law, Therese Foster.

LOVE AGAIN

r

In Loving Memory | "Let all that youdo be _"
Gail Moore, Peter Peters Frank Capra, Kevin done in love™
Weeks, Margaret Staines, Thomas Ruju, Ugo Bu- . & P
racchi, Maria Debono, Gary Atkins, Giovanni De 1 Cormthfan(-‘;, 14

Francesco, Ronald Xuereb, Ariel Fiorini, Fatima N

De Gouveia, Carmelo Algozzino, Lucy Wong, Gen-

naro Sacco, Bob Henderson.

SUNDAY 11 JUNE

FESTIVAL:

Martin Place from 1:00PM
PROCESSION:

Begins at 2:30PM sharp.
Corner of Martin Place and Pitt St

Please remember those who are in ill
health especially: Lucy Blundell, Peter Raju,
Ryan Henderson, Dennis Mclnerney, Peter Phil-
lips, Mary Patricia Hanrahan, Jane Abalos,
Mitchell Morris, Brian Moore, Josephina Algoz-
zino, Josh Venture, Carmen Bajada, Anne Ken-
sey, Monica Costa, Quang Vo, Matt Nugent, Ann
McDowell, Damiano Serravalle, George Dagher,
Mrs Saba, Pat Mortimer, Mary Daniels, Geoff
McDowell, Elena Mura, Mr TD (Terry) Wall.

WWW.SYDNEYCATHOLIC.ORG/WALKWITHCHRIST 2 0 2 3

Charitable Works Fund Appeal

Help keep alive vital ministries of the Church in service to those

who need it most. In hospitals, churches, schools, communities

and families, your donation is making our world a loving, caring
and compassionate place.

Rosary Statue

Donate at: https://www.ourfaithourworks.org/give-to-cwf/ or

Mr. & Mrs. T. Saify \ {/ complete the parish envelope at Mass today.
107 Taylor St.

Ph: 0405 323 974 'i Your tax deductible gift can change lives. Thank you!
Parish Secretary ~ Sacramental Coordinator/  School Principal Last Weekend Attendance
TBC PSSO Mr Chris Egan SPM 99
9554 8155 Mrs Elizabeth Gooley Asst. Prinapa/h 7 May 2023 & 30AM o5
Tues 11lam-4pm 9554 8155 Mr Peter Busc - )
& reginasacramental@gmail.com REC 2nd Collection $ 1854.45 10AM 300+
Fri 11lam-4pm Tuesday & Friday from Mrs Elizabeth .

P 10.30am - 3.30pm Webstar 1st Collection $1469.40 Total 504+

Cashless Giving $320



https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/wj8xx/2218890/dNHtxE2B050R5W732ABtBPDiErKhvG2CxwElKFdg.html

Continued from Page 1 At that moment a truck arrived, carrying the jumping which, ironically, was named
‘Noah’s Ark.” The delivery man told me that he had to unload the jumping castle immediately but, if the jumping
castle got wet, then it could not be used. He explained this to me literally as it rained all around us!

As I came back into the church to be ready for the 10am Mass, I ruminated on the real possibility of the jumping
castle being wasted as well as the huge amount of food, for, we had planned to cater for 300 people. 1 wasn’t
sure how I was supposed to pray: in clear recognition of the disappointment, or with joyful trust? I hoped for the
latter and announced, ‘Let’s pray that the weather will be good enough and we will be joyful enough to celebrate
this day in some meaningful way!’ I was pleasantly surprised that the church was filling up with much more vig-
our than usual. Before the Mass ended the church was full - with a fullness worthy of a 60 year celebration! The
ambience seemed brighter and my body felt warmer, but I still wasn’t sure what the weather was like outside.
Needless to say, I was overjoyed when I processed out and was greeted this time by large patches of blue sky!

Within the next 15 minutes or so the sun came out and the sky turned almost entirely blue. Some people even
attributed the change of weather to my prayers! I did not get to tell them about the little St Joseph whom I had
put out earlier, who must have been working overtime. The tables and chairs were spread out once again, the
BBQs were running at full speed and a large crowd of people congregated on the playground. Everything was
coming together for what seemed an impossibility earlier - a big outdoor celebration, and a joyful one at that!

Speaking of joy, it was very appropriate that Joy Vincent - a parishioner of over 73 years - was given the honour
of cutting the cake (which was magnificent!). The jumping castle, if it had got wet at all, was probably now all
mopped up by the children who had overtaken it. There were two long queues for an impressive range of quality
food. Many others were content to get a cuppa first and chat with one another while waiting. Over the next two
hours the festivities were in full swing and, if you ask me, no one seemed to be in a rush to be anywhere else!

Once the desserts were served the rain came back but, by this time, I believe, we had felt so blessed about the
whole day that it bothered us no more. Many people left with faces radiant with gratitude and joy. Some happily
acknowledged that it really had been premium BBQ. Just as the volunteers started to clean and pack up, the sun
came back out. By the time when the last of the volunteers left, with looks of contentment and little or no signs
of fatigue on their faces, it was about 4pm. Our coordinator had been deeply moved when she said to me, ‘I can-
not believe how helpful everyone has been, especially when help was needed the most. We have the best parish!’

A girl asked me during the week the most difficult of all religious questions, to which only the Christian faith in
its entirety can be the answer: ‘Why is there evil in our world?’ I gave her the example of our 60 year celebration
which started under very challenging weather conditions; but when we trusted patiently and the weather im-
proved delightfully, our hearts were brimming with gratitude and joy in ways which might not have been possi-
ble, had we got everything exactly when we wanted it. God permits evil, but only because He is capable of
bringing out something even greater out of it. After all, the Cross was followed by the Resurrection, and the forty
days of Lent is followed by the fifty days of Easter! With this in mind, we need not be afraid, ever! - Fr Peter -




Sixth Sunday of Easter, Year A

14 May 2023

First Reading Acts 8:5-8,14-17

They laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Philip went to a Samaritan town and
proclaimed the Christ to them. The people
united in welcoming the message Philip
preached, either because they had heard
of the miracles he worked or because they
saw them for themselves. There were,
for example, unclean spirits that came
shrieking out of many who were possessed,
and several paralytics and cripples were
cured. As a result there was great rejoicing
in that town.

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had accepted the word of God,
they sent Peter and John to them, and
they went down there, and prayed for the
Samaritans to receive the Holy Spirit, for as
yet he had not come down on any of them:
they had only been baptised in the name
of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands on
them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 65:1-7.16. 20. R.see v.1

(R.) Let all the earth cry out to God
with joy.

or
(R.) Alleluia.

1. Cryout with joy to God all the earth,
O sing to the glory of his name.
O render him glorious praise.
Say to God: ‘How tremendous your
deeds! (R.)

2. ‘Before you all the earth shall bow;
shall sing to you, sing to your name!’
Come and see the works of God,
tremendous his deeds among men. (R.)

3. He turned the sea into dry land,
they passed through the river dry-shod.
Let our joy then be in him;
he rules for ever by his might. (R.)

4. Come and hear, all who fear God.
| will tell what he did for my soul:
Blessed be God who did not reject my
prayer
nor withhold his love from me. (R.)

Second Reading 1Pt3:15-18

In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised
to life.

Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and
always have your answer ready for people
who ask you the reason for the hope that you
all have. But give it with courtesy and respect
and with a clear conscience, so that those
who slander you when you are living a good
life in Christ may be proved wrong in the
accusations that they bring. And if it is the
will of God that you should suffer, it is better
to suffer for doing right than for doing wrong.

Why, Christ himself, innocent though he was,
had died once for sins, died for the guilty, to
lead us to God. In the body he was put to
death, in the spirit he was raised to life.

Gospel Acclamation in14:23

Alleluia, alleluia!
All who love me will keep my words,

and my Father will love them and
we will come to them.
Alleluia!

Gospel Jn14:15-21

I shall ask the Father and he will give you another Advocate.
Jesus said to his diSCiD|ES:

‘If you love me you will keep my
commandments.

| shall ask the Father,

and he will give you another Advocate

to be with you for ever,

that Spirit of truth

whom the world can never receive

since it neither sees nor knows him;

but you know him,

because he is with you, he is in you.

| will not leave you orphans;

I will come back to you.

In a short time the world will no longer
see me;

but you will see me,

because | live and you will live.

On that day

you will understand that | am in my
Father

and you in me and | in you.

Anybody who receives my
commandments and keeps them

will be one who loves me;

and anybody who loves me will be loved
by my Father,

and | shall love him and show myself to
him.’
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Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSA

We live in hope because we have been
blessed with the opportunity of
participating in the exaltation of Jesus.
This hope is based on promises: the
promise that we will not be left
orphaned when Jesus returns to his
Father; the promise that we will be
comforted by the Spirit whom Jesus
will send. It is trust in God that enables
us to live in this world as if the
promises have already been fulfilled,
for in fact, it is precisely such living
that fulfils them.

We have not celebrated the Ascension,
and yet all three readings speak of the
Spirit. The same Spirit, who quickened
the resurrected life of Jesus, enlivens
us. This Spirit strengthens, comforts,
guides and inspires us. Life in the
Spirit requires that we conform our
lives to the commandments of God,
not in a legalistic or constraining way
but out of love. The love that comes to
us through the Spirit will then overflow
into the lives of others, and we will be
agents of God’s love in the world.

The Spirit given by Christ is mediated
through the laying on of hands. This
still happens in our day in the gentle
touch of friends, in the loving touch of
parents, in the healing touch of those
who cure both the body and the spirit.
The liturgical year is preparing us for
the Ascension of Jesus into heaven,
and Jesus is preparing us for life in the
Spirit here on earth. This is the reason
for our hope.

The psalm responses are from the English Translation of the Lectionary for
the Mass © 1981 International Committee on English in the Litur gy Inc.(IGEL).
All rig_;ts reserved. The psalm texts, from The ms, A New Translation,
©1963 by The Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers.
The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published
and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.
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