
SUNDAY: 
8:30am, 10:00am. 
Children's Liturgy during school term 
TUESDAY: 8:30am Adoration, 9.15am Mass  
WEDNESDAY: 7:00am 
THURSDAY: 9:15am 
FRIDAY: 8:30am Adoration, 9.15am Mass 
SATURDAY: 9:00am  
(Adoration and Reconciliation after 
Mass) 
5:00pm (Vigil Mass) 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Saturday: 9:30-10:00am; 4:25-4:50pm 

Liturgy Times 

 
Pastoral Team: 
 
Fr Peter Kwak PP 
peter.kwak@sydneycatholic.org 
 
 
Parish Office Address: 
5 Tarrilli Street 
Postal Address: 
PO Box 100 
Beverly Hills NSW 2209 
Telephone: 9554 8155   
Email:   reginaparish@gmail.com 
Web: reginacoeliparish.org.au 
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Ours is a time when rescue packages are in high demand, whether they be medi-

cal, financial or social in nature. As we speak, all sorts of rescue packages are be-

ing conceived, sent and re-sent around the world. When our state premier an-

nounced the latest changes to the corona-restrictions, not a small number of people 

held their breath, as though they were hoping for a package from Santa himself, 

which could make or break Christmas 2020. 
 

About 2020 years ago, God sent us the most definitive rescue package, once and 

for all, in the form of a ‘babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a man-

ger.’ (Luke 2:13) Nevertheless, apart from a handful of people (and some ani-

mals), the vast majority of the world’s population were oblivious to the immeasur-

able value of the truly unprecedented gift from God; even the cosmos noticed it 

but not the people! This did not mean that the value of the gift was anything less 

than infinite; after all, the impact of the first Christmas would go on to be felt by 

countless lives and reverberate through the human psyche for centuries. But it did 

mean that being able to recognise the sublime value of the rescue package from 

above could never be taken for granted by anyone. 
 

Saying that this has been a challenging year might have lost some of its meaning, 

not least because it has been said at least a thousand times! No doubt, different 

people have felt challenged in different ways, with everyone fighting their own 

unique battles to various degrees of success. But there have also been some com-

mon elements in our collective hardship over the past 12 months and one of them 

might have to do with this: it feels as though the course of history is about to 

change quite significantly, if the process for this hasn’t started already. It feels like 

the end of an era or the end of something even bigger. Things will probably not be 

the same again, but the fact that we are fumbling in the dark, unable to see the fu-

ture, makes us feel rather vulnerable. And this adds greatly to our distress. 
 

‘The people that walked in darkness has seen a great light; on those who 

live in a land of deep shadow a light has shone.’ (Isaiah 9:1) 
 

What kind of light shone through the first Christmas - the heavenly rescue pack-

age - such that it overcame darkness without being overbearing to those who were 

searching? What kind of people were able to let themselves be guided by that light 

and arrive precisely where they were meant to be, such that they could participate 

in the unfolding of God’s story? What kind of power captivated the imagination of 

so many Christians over the centuries and made them feel confident that, in spite 

of all that was wrong in our world, the peace commanded by the little child of 

Bethlehem was invincible - finally capable of guiding the course of history in the 

right direction? Happy Christmas!   - Fr Peter -  

Christmas 
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