Regina Coeli Parish
Beverly Hills - In the Archdiocese of Sydney

Liturgy Times
SUNDAY:
8:30am, 10:00am.
Children's Liturgy during school term
TUESDAY: 8:30am Adoration, 9.15am Mass
WEDNESDAY: 7:00am
THURSDAY: 9:15am
FRIDAY: 8:30am Adoration, 9.15am Mass
SATURDAY: 9:00am
(Adoration and Reconciliation after
Mass)
5:00pm (Vigil Mass)
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 9:30-10:00am; 4:25-4:50pm

Pastoral Team:
Fr Peter Kwak
beverlyhillspriest@gmail.com

Parish Office Address:
5 Tarrilli Street
Postal Address:
PO Box 100
Beverly Hills NSW 2209
Telephone: 9554 8155
Email: reginaparish@gmail.com
Web: reginacoeliparish.org.au
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Fourth Sunday in Advent
23 December 2018
There is a curious verse in Scripture - Malachi’s prophecy fulfilled in
John the Baptist: ‘With the spirit and power of Elijah, he will go before
[the Lord] to turn the hearts of fathers towards their children...’ But
why fathers and not mothers? One of the reasons for this could be
that mothers are wired to their children somewhat irreversibly: they
are deeply attached to them, biologically during pregnancies, as well
as by way of constant presence and emotional investment during the
earliest stages of nurture. Of course, as a matter of fact, fathers are
wired to their children too, at some fundamental level of their being;
however, it seems easier for fathers to forget the truth than it is for
mothers. A case in point is the fact that we hear much more about famous men, who had been married with children, finding “new romance” than about famous women doing the same thing. Oddly
enough, sometimes these things are reported as sensational news,
other times as a scandal that forces one to resign from a public role.
Either way, there is a sense of tragedy here, due to the fact that marriage breakups are, quite often, also family breakups. When we think
of children facing the prospect of their father wedding another woman
other than their mother, it is difficult not to suspect that the hearts of
the fathers in question have turned from them, at least by some unfortunate degree.
Just to be clear, I am not making the case here that men are worse
than women. So, why, then, does Scripture highlight in such a singular manner the problem of the hearts of fathers turned from their children? Because, I think, it is symptomatic of the greatest problem that
overshadows all humanity, namely, the problem of the lost heart: how
the human heart can so easily become distracted, de-centred and dissolved into a state of forgetfulness and falsity, in which all wisdom is
gone and what is ultimately self-destructive is sought after with intense passion, only to be rewarded with the anguish of disappointment. Reality is replaced by fantasy; instead of being a rich field in
which to grow in God-given vocations, life devolves into a scorching
desert - a miserable theatre of perpetual nostalgia for unfulfilled desires and wishes. It seems that, perhaps more for men than for women, the doomed search for paradise apart from ‘trust in God’ takes on
a sexualised form, the content of which is incompatible with responsible fatherhood; hence the tragedy of collateral damage to children.
Perhaps the problem of the hearts of fathers turned from their children is a singularly telling sign that there is a widespread problem of
the lost heart because...faith is desperately wanting. It may be no accident then that, in order to reach the disoriented heart of humanity
and turn it towards its truest orientation, God came in the form of a
child whose divine tenderness is capable of inspiring loving obedience
even in the most troubled of hearts.
- Fr Peter -

Welcome to Regina Coeli Catholic Church

Do you need help connecting with
professional care services?
Christmas can be a difficult time for families.
CCareline helps Sydneysiders navigate the
maze of social services and makes referrals to
counsellors, therapists and case managers
across Sydney. Call CCareline on 13 18 19.

The Week Ahead
Sun 23 Dec
4th Sunday

8.30am
Mass
10.00am Mass

Mon 24 Dec
Christmas
Eve

6:00pm Vigil Family Mass
11:30pm Carols
12.00am Midnight Mass

Tue 25 Dec
Nativity of
the Lord

8.30am1 Mass
10:00am Mass

Wed 26 Dec
St Stephen’s
Day

9.00am

Mass (Public Holiday)

Thurs 27 Dec
St John
apostle

9.15am

Mass

Fri 28 Dec
Holy
Innocents

8:30am
9:15am

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Mass

Sat 29 Dec

9.00am
4:25pm
5.00pm

Mass
Reconciliation
Vigil Mass

Sun 30 Dec
Holy Family

8.30am
Mass
10.00am Mass

Tues 1 Jan
Solemnity of
Mary Mother
of God

9:00am

in Advent

Pro-Life Training Day with Brendan Malone:

Mass (Public Holiday)

Internationally renowned speaker Brendan
Malone will run workshops on how to effectively
participate in campaigns to defeat anti-life parliamentary bills and how to spread the pro-life
message with clarity and compassion. We are
expecting a new abortion up to birth bill in NSW
parliament soon. We must prepare to combat
this. $30 per head includes morning tea, lunch
and afternoon tea. Saturday February 16, 9am
to 5pm at St Paul of the Cross Parish, 532 New
Canterbury Rd. Dulwich Hill. RSVP essential:
www.trybooking.com/ZZAZ
"As millions of people in Australia and all
over the world prepare to celebrate the birth
of Jesus Christ, the exiled Holy Family of

Please pray for...

Nazareth, fleeing into Egypt, is the archetype
of every refugee family."

Recently Deceased
In Loving Memory
Rosario Bombaci, Carmelo Algozzino, Vito Maeda,
Dea Mattiussi, R
Please remember those who are in ill health
especially:
Mary Daniels, Greg Weekes, Geoff McDowell, Peter
Campbell, Greg Daniels, Elena Mura, Carmen Aquilina, Mr TD (Terry) Wall, Kim Delaney, Mary Emery, Lauren Sotano, Sam Hy, Mary Sortwell, Georgia Brown, Luke Compton, Paul Camelotti, Anne
Thompson, Anne Maree Michels, Slavica Markotic

“St Vincent de Paul Christmas Cards & 2019
Columban Art Calendars will be available at
the Piety Stall from this weekend.
Christmas cards are $5.00 for a pack of 10
cards & Calendars $7.00 per calendar.
Good quality & value for money as well as assisting St Vincent de Paul Men’s Conference in
their work in the Parish area.”

Rosary Statue
Betty Meaney
19 Bundara Street
Ph: 9150 8788
Parish Secretary
Mrs Margaret
Doherty-Brady
9554 8155
Tues, Wed, 8.30-3.30
Fri 8.30am-2.30pm
Business Manager
Mr Peter Crawford
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Sacramental Coordinator/
PSSO
Mrs Elizabeth Gooley
9554 8155

School Principal

reginasacramental@gmail.com
Tuesday and Thursday from
11.30am - 3.30pm

REC

Mr Chris Egan

Asst. Principal

Mr Peter Busch
Mrs Elizabeth Webster

Last Weekend
16 December 2018
2nd collection $2,058.30
1st collection

$1,103.35

Attendance
5PM
136
8.30AM

173

10AM

209

Total

518

Christmas Mass Times
Reconciliation—First Rite
Saturday 22 Dec from
9:30am - 10:00am
4:25pm - 4:50pm
Sunday 23 Dec from
2:00pm—4:00pm
Monday 24 December 2018
Christmas Vigil Family Mass on
Christmas Eve at
6:00pm
Christmas Midnight Mass commencing with
Carols—11:30pm
Tuesday 25 December 2018
Christmas Day Masses:
8:30am
10:00am

A Christmas message from
Archbishop Anthony Fisher
A year ago there were promises of new
measures to ensure religious freedom is
protected in this country. A year later and
governments have done nothing about this.
Indeed, we have gone backwards, and discrimination against people of faith has become more acceptable in some quarters.
But Jesus joins us this Christmas not to
say that human beings are doomed to be
mired in such things, and the best He can
offer is to stand beside you. No, God-madeBaby says that by grace things can be better: humanity can be united to divinity and
transformed by it. A new page is turned
tonight; a new start given.

The Executive Director of Sydney Catholic
Schools invites applications for the following
position:
Position Title: Team Leader: Sydney ONCE
Support
Location: Sydney Catholic Schools Central
Regional Office, Leichhardt
Commencement Date: 29 January 2019
Closing Date: 14 January 2019

I pray that the infinite yet tiny God, the
vulnerable yet all-powerful God, the ancient yet newborn God, will bring you and
all your loved ones renewed hope and energy for the year ahead this Christmas. Hold
Him to your heart as He holds you to His.
God bless you all! Merry Christmas

This is a unique opportunity to join our
Schools Financial Shared Services team. You
will lead a small yet high performing unit,
the Sydney ONCE Support (SOS) Team with
the provision of level 1 support in financial
and administration packages and training
(both face-to-face and remote) across our
152 Catholic systemic schools

Pilgrimage to Rome with
Fr Paul Smithers

For further details, please visit:
https://sydcatholicschools.nsw.edu.au/
category/positions-vacant/

Fr Paul sends a special Christmas wish to
Regina Coeli and wishes to let parishioners
know that he will be leading a pilgrimage to
Rome between 10-17 October 2019. This
might be of interest, especially for those
who were unable to join him last time. For
more detail please contact: 1800 753 959 or
pilgrimage@sydneycatholic.org

Lord Jesus, your coming was foretold by the prophet Isaiah when he proclaimed ‘the
maiden is with child and will soon give birth to a son whom she will call Immanuel, a
name which means God is with us.
All: Come, Lord Jesus
Lord Jesus, you come among us now in your Word and Sacrament to give us the
strength to live according to the Good News.
All: Come, Lord Jesus
Lord Jesus, you will come in glory in the fullness of time because you are the Christ the
one who has saved his people from their sins.
All: Come, Lord Jesus
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